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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

August,  1990  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
November  1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2335 -MT  Harold  E.  Masters,  1622  East  Oler  Road,  Columbus,  Ohio  43207 

2336  Linan  Ma,  P.  0.  Box  50,  Bangna  P.O.,  Bangkok  10260,  Thailand 
(Asian  Countries) 


***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donation  received  since  the  last 
report: 

Name  Amount  Preference  of  Use 

KRANEVELD,  Peter  7 Coins  (NVS)  NI  Reference  Collection 

NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor. 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

Howard,  Terris  C. 

JDlO.Cal F: 1980 : MEFI 

CALICO,  FERRAN/CALICO,  XAVIER/TRIGO,  JOAQUIN 

Monedas  Esponolas  desde  Felipe  IV  a Isabel  II  1621  a 1868. 
Pub.  1980  (3rd  Ed.),  398pp,  illus. 

JD20.CamA:R976 : IMNE 

CAMPANER  Y FUERTES,  ALVARO 

Apuntes  para  la  formacion  de  un  oatalogo  numismatioo  Espanol. 
Indicadov  manual  de  la  numismatioa  Espanola. 

1976  reprint  in  one  volume  of  1857  and  1891  works  by  author. 

112pp  and  577pp  resp.  Not  illus. 

JD44. CasC : 1972 :MRCCA 
CAST AN  RAMIREZ,  CARLOS 

Las  monedas  de  los  reys  Catolioos  y de  la  oasa  due  Austria 
1475-1700. 

Pub.  1972,  257pp , illus. 
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JDIO-CasC: 1983 : ME 
CASTAN,  CARLOS 

Moneda  Espanolas  desde  el  ano  1700-1983.  Felipe  V-Carlos  I. 

Pub.  1983,  363pp,  ill  us. 

Zander,  Randolph 

JD95 .DaCJ : 1880: IPN 
DA  CUNHA,  Ji  GERSON 

Contributions  to  the  study  of  Indo -Portuguese  numismatics. 

Pub.  1880,  68pp,  w/plates. 

JG98.BerP: 1978 : MD 
BERGHAUS,  PETER 

Die  munzen  von  Dortmund. 

Pub.  1978,  123pp,  illus. 

JK87.HerL: 1970:0M 
HERINEK,  LUDWIG 

Osterreichische  munzpragungen  von  1740-1969 . 

Pub.  1970,  374pp , illus. 

JG98 . Kni W : R972 : MMK 
KNIGGE,  WILHELM  VON 

Munz  -u.  medaillen-kabinet  des  freiherm  Wilhelm  Knigge. 

(Brunswick) 

1972  reprint  of  1901  work,  323pp,  not  illus. 

GB50.NeEr: 1976 : SMEA 
NEWMAN,  ERIC  P./DOTY,  RICHARD  G. 

Studies  on  money  in  early  America. 

Pub.  1976,  216pp,  illus. 

JG92 . ScFF : R978 : KFFW 
SCHROTTER,  FRIEDRICH  FREIHERR  VON 

Das  Preussische  numzwesen  im  18.  Jahrhundert.  Die  munzen  aus 
der  zeit  des  konige  Friedrich  I und  Friedrich  Wilhelm  I. 

1978  reprint  of  1902  work,  113pp,  w/plates. 

JH90.WieF:1964:MGSS 
WIELANDT,  FRIEDRICH 

Munz  - und  geldgeschichte  des  standes  Schwyz. 

Pub.  1964,  122pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Krause  Publi- 
cations, Randolph  Zander  and  Terris  Howard  for  their  donations  of  other 
numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library. 

III.  Special  thanks  to  John  Kallman  who  responded  to  our  plea  in  the 
June  BULLETIN  and  sent  us  a copy  of  John  A.  Novak's,  "A  working  aid 
for  collectors  of  machine-made  (struck)  Chinese  coins"  to  replace  the 
one  lost.  It  has  probably  set  some  sort  of  record,  but  in  the  fourteen 
years  that  the  Library  has  been  mailing  books  from  Colebrook,  we  have 
lost  less  than  a half-dozen,  and  two  of  those  have  been  replaced.  We 
do  appreciate  our  reader's  support. 

IV.  Finally,  we  would  appreciate  someone  who  is  a member  of  the 
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Curacao  Numismatic  Association  getting  in  touch  with  the  NI  Book 
Librarian.  We  need  the  mailing  address  of  their  Society. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

********************************************************************* 
NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


One  of  the  early  European  travelers  in  North  India  was  German  Baron 
Charles  Hugel  who  crossed  Kashmir  and  the  Punjab  in  1835-36.  He  re- 
corded his  observations  in  a book,  including  these  speculative  com- 
ments on  the  prevalence  of  ancient  coins  in  that  area: 

"It  happened  one  day  that  an  Englishman  being  in  the  bazar  at  Delhi, 
received  in  change  some  of  the  copper  coins  called  pais...  The  Eng- 
lishman took  notice  of  these  small  coins,  thinking  there  was  something 
uncommon  in  their  appearance...  The  little  copper  coi ns . . .di ffered 
from  those  of  India:  instead  of  some  legend,  as  on  the  Mohammedan; 

some  idol,  as  on  the  Hindu  coins,  they  more  resembled  the  money  of 
the  West,  bearing  a bust,  a whole  figure,  and  sometimes  an  inscription 
engraved  round  them.  A superficial  examination  pointed  them  out  as 
Greek  coins,  or  as  exact  imitations;  and  a more  rigid  scrutiny  proved 
them  to  be  either  Bactrian  or  something  nearly  related  to  that  country. 

"The  discovery  was  no  sooner  made  known  than  many  Englishmen  in  Upper 
India  hastened  to  collect  as  many  of  the  coins  as  possible,  and  an 
immense  number  were  brought  in,  and  at  the  same  time  others  of  silver 
and  gold:  the  fact  was  simply  this;  the  workers  in  those  metals  had 

been  hitherto  in  the  habit  of  melting  them  down,  they  now  kept  them 
to  sell  to  the  English.  In  a short  time  these  ancient  coins  were  all 
classified,  and  divided  into  the  ancient  Hindu,  or  Buddhist;  the 
Bactrian,  which  have  been  most  valuable  in  illustrating  the  history 
of  Central  Asia;  and  the  Indo-Scythian,  which  are  as  precious  as  the 
rarest  documents. . . 

"The  last  division  (Indo-Scythian),  forming  the  transition  from  the 
Bactrian  to  the  Hindu,  are  by  far  the  most  remarkable.  Like  the  coins 
of  the  West,  which  during  the  sway  of  the  Christian  Emperors  of  Con- 
stantinople, departed  from  the  noble  Greek  form  to  assume  the  like- 
ness of  so  many  tasteless  caricatures;  so  these  degenerate  still  more, 
and  the  beautiful  proportions  of  the  original  coins  are  lost  in  an 
unconnected  jumble  of  points  and  lines.  In  the  same  way  we  find, 
first  the  Greek  Basileos,  then  the  same  with  Sanscrit  letters,  then 
Basileos  Raja,  then  the  last  only,  until,  finally,  both  name  and 
title  disappear.  This  part  of  India,  before  the  invasions  of  the 
Mohammedans,  like  Italy  in  the  middle  ages,  had  survived  all  the 
beauty  of  the  arts . . . 

"I  purchased  a great  many  of  the  Bactrian  coins  while  in  Rawal  Pindi, 
which  are  called  Si  tar am  Pais,  from  Sita  and  Rama..." 

--  Baron  Charles  HDgel  , Travels  in 

Kashmir  and  the  Panjab,  London 

(1845),  pages  228-230. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  # 1289 

No.  62  - THEODORE  MANGAPHAS,  USURPER  IN  PHILADELPHIA 
(1189-1190;  1204-1208) 

Theodore's  first  usurpation  was  rather  short  lived.  From  some  ancient 
records  we  know  that  it  lasted  from  about  July  11,  1189,  when  it  was 
reported  by  an  emissary  from  the  capital  that  the  Emperor  Isaac  Angelus 
had  left  Constantinople  to  campaign  against  that  rebel,  to  March  or 
April  of  1190,  when  word  of  the  rebellions  defeat  reached  the  capital. 
His  second  usurpation  began  soon  after  the  Latin  conquest  of  Constan- 
tinople in  April  of  1204,  and  it  ended  shortly  after  the  coronation  of 
Theodore  Lascaris  in  1208. 


Very  little  of  this  usurper  is  known  today,  and  no  coins  are  at  present 
attributed  to  him.  However,  a contemporary  historian  of  Theodore's, 
wrote  that  silver  coins  were  struck  in  his  own  name.  The  billon  trachy 


that  was  published  by  H.  W.  Bell  in  1916  is  a piece  of  Theodore  II, 
Ducas-Lascari s , emperor  of  Nicaea  (1254-1258),  and  is  illustrated 
here . 


********************************************************************** 
NEW  FINNISH  MINT  AT  VANTAA  OPERATING  SINCE  1988: 


The  Mint  of  Finland  moved  from  Helsinki  to  a new  facility  in  Vantaa 
in  1988.  Its  part  of  the  main  building  of  the  Security  Printing  House 
where  the  Bank  of  Finland  produces  and  prints  its  national  paper 
money. 


The  new  mint  installed  new  production  equipment  with  a minting 
capacity  of  up  to  350  million  coins  per  year,  while  benefiting  from 
the  same  security  system  used  by  the  Bank  of  Finland  to  protect  paper 
money  production  operations.  Its  coining  planchets  for  commemorative 
coins  and  medals  are  produced  in-house  at  the  new  mint,  while  other 
needed  planchets  for  minor  denominations  are  purchased  ready-made 
from  outside  sources. 


Since  moving  to  the  new  mint  at  Vantaa,  plans  are  moving  along  to 
produce  new  Finnish  circulating  coins  in  the  90s.  Planned  first  are 
new  designs  for  the  10-  and  50-pennia  coins  in  copper-nickel  in  1990. 
Followed  in  1993  will  come  aluminum-bronze  1-  and  5-Markka.  And 
later  in  the  mid  90s  a 10-Markka  coin  also  in  aluminum-bronze  is 
projected. 


( Submitted  by  Fred  Drost , NLG) 
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FRANCO-ALGERI AN  EXONUMIA 

Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie , Tenafly , New  Jersey,  NI  #364 

The  numismatic  objects  described  below  would  not  have  been  manufactured 
had  it  not  been  for  the  insult  to  the  French  consul  in  Algiers  on  April 
30th  1827.  The  Algerian  Dey , Hussein  Pasha  was  provoked  in  swiping  the 
consul  across  the  face  with  his  fly-whisk,  which  resulted  in  the  block- 
ade of  the  port  of  Algiers,  a blockade  which  went  poorly  for  both  sides. 
But,  since  the  French  were  ever  ready  for  an  excuse  to  invade  and  cap- 
ture the  port,  they  seized  their  opportunity  when  an  Algerian  navy  ship 
fired  on  the  French  vessel  LA  PROVENCE  in  error,  it  was  carrying  a flag 
of  truce  in  the  harbour  on  that  fateful  day,  August  3rd  1829. 

It  didn't  take  long  for  the  French  to  ship  their  thirty-seven  thousand 
soldiers  led  by  General  Le  Compte  Louis  de  Bourmont  to  the  coasts  of 
Algeria  on  14th  June  1830,  and  since  the  Dey  had  never  expected  an  in- 
vasion force  by  soldiers,  his  strong  fleet  was  of  little  use,  on  July 
5th  1830  the  Turks  in  Algiers  had  capitulated.  The  Dey  Hussein,  the 
fifty-eighth  ruler  of  this  Ottoman  regency,  was  deported  as  were  most 
of  the  Turkish  soldiers  and  civilians,  although  many  remained  in  the 
interior,  practically  prisoners  of  the  Arab  and  Berber  tribesmen. 

Algiers  came  under  French  military  control,  with  a French  sector  and  a 
western  one  ruled  by  a native  Amir.  The  casbah  was  ransacked  and  the 
treasury  of  the  Regency  taken  and  placed  in  a cave  well  guarded.  It 
was  inventoried  by  General  Tholoze,  M.  Menniee  and  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral, M.  Firino,  who  found  its  worth  to  be  48,700,000  Francs.  About 
half  of  this  reached  Paris,  the  rest  was  "lost"  amongst  the  invasion 
force.  The  mint  ceased  functioning  and  French  currency  was  introduced. 

1 Abd-al -Qader,  the  great  rebel  leader  who  had  built  a state  covering 
two-thirds  of  Algeria,  was  fought  over  for  a long  period  until  the 
French  prevailed  in  1847  when  Algeria  became  a colony  of  France. 

The  first  colonists  from  France  arrived  in  the  L’ Albatross  on  27th 
October  1848  at  Arzu;  and  in  1858  the  creation  of  a "ministry  of  Al- 
geria and  of  the  Colonies"  caused  the  transfer  of  the  administration 
of  the  Headquarters  of  Algeria  (mainly  military)  from  Algiers  to  Paris 
where  it  remained  until  1860.  Even  though  the  Ottoman  sultans  had  the 
backing  of  Britain  at  the  time,  both  Mahmud  II,  who  ruled  in  Constan- 
tinople until  1839,  and  his  successor  Abdulmecid  were  quite  unable  to 
prevent  the  invasion  and  later  occupation  of  their  territories. 

After  the  mint  was  closed  and  French  coins  were  imported  for  use  in 
the  period  mentioned  above,  some  well  struck  tokens  (fantasy  issues) 
were  struck  locally  (or  in  France)  for  commercial  benefit,  these  are 
the  objects  (exonumia)  some  of  which  are  described  and  illustrated 
herein. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  die-engravers  were  not  familiar  with  the 
Arabic  calligraphy  even  though  they  must  have  had  specimens  of  the 
early  "budju"  coins  as  samples  to  copy.  Also  the  dating  has  been  done 
in  the  same  amateur  manner  but  the  Christian  era  dates  have  been  in- 
serted for  the  two  years  used.  The  weights  and  sizes  do  not  match  the 
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early  coinage  under  the  Ottomans,  and  the  designs  differ  as  noted. 

The  legends  refer  to  Mahmud  II,  Sultan  who  reigned  in  Constantinople 
1808-1839  (1223-1255  H). 

The  specimens  with  the  date  read  as  1857  have  the  addition  of  the 
Arabic  word  dhaker  (souvenir).  Some  are  pierced  which  may  indicate 
that  they  were  worn  on  dresses  by  the  women  who  may  have  been  persuad- 
ed to  exchange  them  for  their  genuine  coin  ornaments,  less  attractive 
but  much  more  profitable  to  an  astute  trader.  Essentially  of  course, 
the  "souvenirs"  were  probably  sold  easily  to  the  soldiers  or  colonists 
returning  to  France  after  their  sojourn  in  the  new  Colony. 


THE  ALGERIAN  DOUBLE  RIAL 
Fig.  1 


FANTASY  ISSUES 
Figs.  2 & 3 
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FANTASY  ISSUES 


Fig.  4 


Fig.  5 

" SOUVENIR " ISSUES 


Fig.  6 
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ALGERIAN  1/4  BUDJU  COIN 


Fig.  10 

MORE  "SOUVENIR"  ISSUES 


Fig.  11  Fig.  12 

NOTES  ON  THE  ILLUSTRATIONS 


Fig.  1.  The  double  rial  (2  budju)  coin  of  Sultan  Mahmud  II  struck 
in  Algiers  in  1238  H (37.5mm,  19.97  gr.)  in  silver.  The 
obverse  legend:  Sultan  of  the  two  lands  and  Lord  of  the 

two  seas,  the  Sultan  Mahmud,  Lovd.  May  his  victory  be 
glorious.  (These  are  usually  19.24  gr.  - 20.03  gr.  for 
the  years  1237  - 1245  H.) 

Note:  Other  coins,  the  rial  (budju)  28-30mm,  7.50-10.65  gr. 

(years  1236-1245  H);  the  % budju  18-21mm,  1.66-2.40 
gr.  (years  1225-1244  H)  and  the  1/8  budju  16mm,  1.20- 
1.39  gr.  (years  1232-1245  H)  were  struck  in  a reduced 
standard. 

Figs.  2 & 3.  Fantasy  issues  dated  1827  (the  year  of  the  "insult") 
designed  in  accordance  with  the  old  currency  but  with 
Europeanised  (blundered)  Arabic  calligraphy.  (34mm,  11.40 
gr.  and  27nm,  4.86  gr.).  Silver-billon. 

Fig.  4.  Another  fantasy  issue  with  the  same  date  but  unusual  design 
for  the  reverse.  Struck  in  brass,  20mm,  3.48  gr. 

Fig.  5.  An  undated  fantasy  issue  with  a well  engraved  obverse  legend 
based  upon  a Tunisian  coin  of  the  Mahmud  II  period,  with  a 
reverse  copied  from  the  Algerian  h budju.  Struck  in  silver- 
bi lion. 
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SOUVENIR  issues  with  the  word  dhaker  preceding  the  place 
name  Al  Jazair,  and  dated  2857  (the  cipher  for  "5"  written 
in  two  styles),  (cf.  N.  PERE  #801). 

Fig.  6.  A specimen  27mm,  6.34  gr.  The  obverse  is  similar  to  the 
fantasy  issues,  (cf.  N.  PERE  #801). 

Figs.  7 & 8.  Smaller  issues,  17,  19mm,  1.15  and  1.81  gr.  With  a 

three-line  legend  on  the  obverse:  Sultan  Mahmud . Lord. 

May  his  victory  he  glorious.  Copied  from  the  Algerian  1/4 
budju  coin  (see  Fig.  10,  specimen  dated  1244). 

Fig.  9.  A still  smaller  issue,  14mm,  0.79  gr.,  exists  but  no  photo 
was  available  (see  rubbing). 

Fig.  10.  Algerian  1/4  budju,  1244  H,  from  which  Figs.  7 & 8 were 
copied. 

Fig.  11.  Larger  issue,  21rrm,  2.80  gr.,  struck  in  brass. 

Fig.  12.  A similar  issue  struck  in  silver,  but  with  the  date  engraved 
upside  down  above  the  word  sanat  (year). 

References : 

Osmanlilarda  Madeni  Paralar,  N.  Pere.  (Istanbul  1968). 

Son  7 Padisha  Zamaninda  hasilan  ...  , 0.  N.  Caglar  (Izmir  1983). 

Medals  struck  after  pattern  of  Algerian  piaster , H.  Arroya  (N.  Circ. 

1974). 

********************************************************************** 

EARLIEST  EUROPEAN  COIN  WITH  DATE  WRITTEN  IN  FIGURES 

Samuel  Hughes,  NI  if 21 35 


The  earliest  coin  minted  in  Europe  with  the  date  written  in  numerals 
is  a bi -lingual  copper  fractional  Follaro  of  the  Norman  King  of  Sicily, 
Roger  II,  AD  1130-1154.  The  coin  has  the  date  AH  533  (1138/9  AD), 
written  in  Arabic  figures  on  the  reverse  at  bottom.  Most  early  Arabic 
dates  are  written  out,  and  this  coin  may  also  be  the  first  Arabic  in- 
scribed coin  to  use  numerals  for  the  date. 

The  coin  has  a diameter  of  about  15mm  and  is  usually  struck  on  an 
octagon  shaped  flan.  It  was  minted  in  Messina,  Sicily. 

Reference:  Rodolfo  Spahr,  "Le  Monete  Siciliana  dai  Bizantini  a Carlo 

I D'Angio  (582-1282)",  1976. 


183 


SOME  DIFFICULTIES  IN  DATING  AN  EARLY  TIBETAN  COIN 


Wolfgang  Bertsoh,  Darmstadt , West  Germany,  NI  # 2067 


In  the  June,  1986  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  (pp.  125-128)  I had  publish- 
ed, together  with  Dr.  K.  Gabrisch,  some  varieties  of  early  Tibetan 
coins.  We  attributed  the  coin  illustrated  below  (Fig.  1)  tentatively 
to  the  year  1763.. 


Fig.  1 

Tibetan  Silver  Tangka 
Diameter:  26mm , weight  ea.  5.7  g. 


This  date  is  also  given  in  the  Krause/Mi  shier  1986  edition,  p.  1716, 
where  the  coin  is  illustrated  under  the  heading  of  "Miscellaneous  Tang- 
kas".  This  Tibetan  tangka  issue  shows  on  both  obverse  and  reverse 
eight  times  the  same  character  within  the  lotus-shaped  compartments . 
This  character  belongs  to  the  so-called  "Wartu"  script  which  was  pub- 
lished by  S.  Ch.  Das  (1).  It  is  transliterated  by  Das  as  "dsa"  and 
corresponds  to  the  letter  "E"  of  the  Tibetan  "dBu-chan"  script.  It  is 
sometimes  transcribed  as  "ja",  the  pronunciation  in  modern  Tibetan 
being  however  more  like  "tsa".  The  meaning  of  this  character  which  in 
Tibetan  represents  a complete  syllable,  is  obscure,  but  it  may  well 
represent  a mantra  which  is  associated  to  one  of  the  gods  or  goddesses 
of  the  Lamaist  pantheon. 


The  Wartu-script  was  never  used  again  on  any  known  Tibetan  coins. 
There  exists  however  a Tibetan  seal  showing  the  same  Wartu  character 
"dsa".  This  seal  was  published  by  D.  Schuh  (2)  (Fig.  2). 


Fig.  2:  Seal  of  the  2nd  De-mo-Regent  ( 1811-1819) . Size:  36  x 36mm 
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The  remaining  seal  inscription  is  in  ,rPhags-pa"  script  (3)  and  has  been 
read  and  translated  into  German  by  Schuh  (4).  This  seal  was  used  by 
the  second  De-mo-Regent  No-min-han  Blo-bzan  thub-bstan  jigs-med  rgya- 
mcho  who  ruled  from  1811  to  1819.  The  same  seal  had  been  used  before 
by  the  first  De-mo-Regent  (1757-1777)  (5).  But,  according  to  Schuh, 
who  can  rely  on  various  Tibetan  sources,  the  Wartu  character  in  the 
upper  border  of  the  seal  was  engraved  only  in  1811  as  a distinguishing 
mark  when  this  seal  was  handed  over  to  the  second  De-mo-Regent. 

One  can  hardly  believe  in  mere  coincidence  when  exactly  the  same  rare- 
ly used  Wartu  character  is  found  on  both  a Tibetan  coin  and  seal. 

Since  no  other  coin  and  no  other  seal  with  this  particular  character 
is  known,  we  can  safely  assume  that  the  coin  of  Fig.  1 was  issued 
between  1811  and  1819  during  the  regency  of  the  second  De-mo-Regent 
and  not  as  early  as  we  suggested  in  our  June,  1986  NIB  article. 

In  1792  the  emperor  Ch'ien  Lung  established  a mint  in  Lhasa  which  was 
under  the  superintendence  of  four  officers  jointly  appointed  by  the 
Chinese  Resident  in  Lhasa  and  by  the  Dalai  Lama  (6).  The  products  of 
this  arrangement  are  the  so-called  "Sino-Tibetan"  coins.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  during  the  rule  of  emperor  Chia  Ch'ing  (1796-1820) 
no  Sino-Tibetan  issues  are  known  with  dates  starting  from  1805  and  up 
to  1818  (7).  The  Sino-Tibetan  mint  obviously  did  not  operate  during 
this  period  and  in  1811  when  the  second  De-mo-Regent  took  office  there 
was  possibly  an  acute  shortage  of  silver  coins  in  Tibet.  It  is  there- 
fore very  likely  that  the  second  De-mo-Regent  decided  to  issue  fine 
Tangka  coins  in  silver  using  the  same  distinctive  character  which  he 
had  engraved  on  his  seal  in  1811. 

Notes  and  References: 

(1)  Sarat  Chandra  Das,  "The  Sacred  and  Ornamental  Characters  of  Tibet", 

Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengaly  1888,  57,  pp.  41-48, 
Plates  I and  II. 

(2)  Dieter  Schuh,  Grundlagen  Tibetischer  Siegelkunde3  Monumenta 
Tibetica  Historica , Abteilung  III,  Band  5,  Sankt  Augustin  1981, 
p.  169. 

(3)  For  a Tibetan  coin  with  ,rPhags-pa"  inscription,  see  Nicholas  G. 
Rhodes,  "The  Suchakra  Vijaya  Tangka  of  Tibet",  NI  BULLETIN , 

January  1987,  pp.  21-23. 

(4)  Dieter  Schuh,  op.cit.,  p.  112.  In  English  the  seal  inscription 

would  be  as  follows:  "Seal  of  the  glorious  No-min-han  who  by 

orders  of  the  sublime  one  ( the  Chinese  emperor)  administrates  the 
teachings  of  the  Yellow  Cap  sect.  Happiness!  Hail!" 

(5)  These  regents  were  appointed  during  the  minority  of  the  Dalai 
Lamas. 

(6)  S.  W.  Bushel  1,  "The  Chinese  Silver  Coinage  of  Tibet",  China  Reviews 
1880,  Vol . 8,  No.  6,  p.  392. 

(7)  See  Krause/Mi  shier:  Craig  numbers  83  and  85. 

*********************************************************************** 
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ABOUT  THOSE  COUNTERSTAMPS  - 
THE  DUTCH  MEASURES  OF  1693-1694 


Paul  F.  L.  de  Groat , Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  # 1786 


In  order  to  make  the  story  of  these  Dutch  countermarks  understandable 
I should  first  explain  three  things. 

In  the  first  place,  during  the  17th  century  people  valued  coins  at 
their  intrinsic,  or  bullion,  value.  Even  subsidiary  coins  should  not 
be  worth  much  less.  The  idea  that  four  metal  quarters  were  equal  to 
one  paper  dollar,  and  that  the  material  of  both  was  worth  less  than 
one  dollar,  was  completely  foreign  at  the  time. 


In  the  second  place,  the  United  Netherlands  Republic  was  made  up  of 
virtually  independent  members  called  provinces,  often  with  diverging 
interests  (see  map  above).  On  the  one  end  of  the  scale  there  was 
agricultural  and  backward  Drente,  so  poor  that  it  did  not  even  rate 
a vote  in  the  federal  government,  the  States  General.  On  the  other 
end  was  the  industrial  and  commercial  maritime  superpower  Holland  that 
treated  on  equal  terms  with  England  and  France.  In  turn  most  of  these 
provinces  could  be  considered  federations,  in  which  the  members  in 
general  were  considerably  less  independent  but  not  necessarily  less 
independent  minded.  At  no  time  until  1747  was  there  a single  head  of 
State,  though  often  several  provinces  shared  a stadhouder.  All  pro- 
vinces except  Drente  had  their  own  mints.  In  addition  many  cities 
had  a recognized  mint  right  (Utrecht  for  small  coins  only).  The 
cities  of  Hoorn,  Enkhuizen  and  Medemblik  jointly  ran  the  mint  of  West- 
friesland,  officially  the  second  principal  mint  of  Holland.  As  West- 
friesland  was  semi -autonomous,  its  mint  did  not  always  conform  to 
Holland's  regulations. 
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Lastly,  the  largest  silver  market  of  Europe  was  located  in  Amsterdam. 
This  supplied  most  of  the  Dutch  mints  with  bullion.  This  did  not  al- 
ways happen  without  problems,  as  Amsterdam  was  very  powerful  and  its 
policies  did  not  always  coincide  with  that  of  Holland.  But,  supply 
to  Dordrecht,  the  principal  mint  of  Holland,  was  guaranteed.  Trans- 
portation to  it  and  the  Westfrisian  mint  was  relatively  cheap.  Zee- 
land,  another  commercial  and  maritime  power,  had  an  independent  silver 
market  to  supply  its  mint  at  Middelburg.  But  transportation  to  the 
other  mints  was  more  difficult  and  thus  costlier. 

The  monetary  system  was  the  same  in  the  whole  country.  It  was  based 
on  the  gulden  (guilder)  of  20  stuivers  (stivers)  of  8 duiten  (doits) 
each.  The  gulden  as  a coin  was  however  not  generally  struck  until 
1694.  The  value  of  all  circulating  coins  was  expressed  in  stuivers. 
Theoretically  each  stuiver's  worth  contained  the  same  amount  of  silver 
(or  gold).  Some  of  the  coins,  such  as  the  silver  and  gold  ducat,  the 
silver  rider  (ducaton)  and  the  leeuwendaal der  (lion  dollar)  were 
struck  under  federal  regulations.  Other  pieces,  like  the  daalder  of 
30  stuivers,  the  florin  of  28  stuivers  and  the  schelling  of  6 stuivers, 
fell  under  local  regulations.  That  could,  and  did,  lead  to  abuses. 

The  schellings  struck  in  Holland  since  1671,  in  Westfriesland  since 
1676  (1681)  showed  a ship,  those  struck  in  Zeeland  since  1669  a lying 
lion,  all  others  a soldier  on  horseback. 

In  the  middle  of  the  17th  century  silver  was  cheap  enough  to  ensure  a 
sufficient  supply  to  all  functioning  mints.  In  any  case  the  city 
mints  were  closed  much  of  the  time,  with  compensation  of  lost  revenue 
for  the  municipalities.  Normally  these  mints,  and  several  provincial 
ones,  were  farmed  out. 

But  then  the  price  of  silver  started  to  rise  and  profits  shrank. 

Hardest  hit  were  the  mints  of  the  "land  provinces"  Gelderland,  Over- 
yssel , Groningen  en  Omnelanden  (Groningen  and  surroundings)  and 
Friesland,  and  to  a lesser  extent  Utrecht,  because  the  higher  trans- 
portation costs  left  them  a smaller  margin.  At  first  the  losses  were 
absorbed  by  paying  the  workers  at  these  mints  less  than  was  legally 
prescribed.  But  soon  several  mintmasters  received  permission  from 
their  provincial  governments  or  States  to  coin  more  small  change 
(stuivers,  doubles  and  schellings).  Because  of  the  higher  cost  of 
making  these  pieces  their  allowed  silver  content  was  lower  per  stuivers 
worth  than  that  of  the  larger  coins.  To  keep  the  coins  from  being  too 
small  their  fineness  was  lower  (more  copper  was  added).  Also  their 
tolerance  (allowable  spread  of  fineness  and/or  weight)  was  higher. 
Needless  to  say  the  coins  were  struck  at  the  extreme  low  end  of  their 
tolerance. 

Around  1675  several  authorities  allowed  such  bad  money  that  the  mint- 
ing of  these  pieces  became  quite  profitable.  Large  coins  of  good 
weight  and  fineness  could  be  melted  and  recoined  into  bad  money  of 
much  larger  face  value.  Now  many  of  the  city  mints  were  being  re- 
opened because  several  entrepreneurs  decided  that  large  profits  could 
be  made  as  long  as  the  authorities  would  look  the  other  way.  As  the 
farmers  of  these  mints  offered  large  royalties,  many  authorities  were 
quite  willing  to  do  so.  Some,  however,  added  secret  clauses  that  the 
bad  coins  had  to  be  circultated  elsewhere,  in  order  to  protect  their 
own  citizens! 
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In  1664  Friesland  started  the  minting  of  florins,  followed  in  1673  by 
the  province  of  Groningen.  Between  1679  and  1684  the  large  cities  of 
Overyssel , Deventer,  Kampen  and  Zwolle  authorized  their  mintmasters  to 
strike  florins.  These  coins,  officially  worth  28  stuivers,  always  had 
been  struck  of  a lower  fineness,  but  now  secret  instruction  and  bad 
supervision  made  for  the  coining  of  pieces  that  were  worth  quite  a bit 
less  than  their  face  value.  To  deceive  the  public  some  cities  even 
used  the  name  and  titles  of  long  dead  emperors  (Fig.  1,  florin  1685 
of  the  city  of  Deventer  with  the  name  of  Ferdinand  II  who  died  in 


1637!).  Their  mint  right  was  derived  from  imperial  grants,  so  it  was 
opportune  to  refer  to  the  emperor.  The  quality  of  the  florins  had 
been  good  under  the  emperors  at  the  beginning  of  the  century. 

In  1685  the  province  of  Overyssel  itself  started  the  minting  of  florins 
of  low  fineness  and  soon  Westfriesland  and  the  cities  of  Gelderland 
followed.  It  was  widely  suspected  that  the  florins  of  the  provinces 
of  Friesland  and  Groningen,  officially  of  a soinewhat  better  (but  still 
too  low)  quality,  were  also  deteriorating. 

In  1673  the  States  of  Zeeland  had  decided  that  the  silver  ducat, 
slightly  undervalued  in  comparison  to  the  silver  rider,  should  be 
revalued  from  50  to  51  stuivers,  a change  in  value  that  was  not  follow- 
ed by  the  other  provinces.  In  1676  this  province  authorized  the  strik- 
ing of  a daalder  of  30  stuivers  in  direct  proportion  to  the  new  value 
of  the  silver  ducat,  in  other  words  of  a slightly  lower  intrinsic 
value  that  it  should  have.  In  1685  Utrecht,  Overyssel  and  Westfries- 
land (partly  with  date  1684!)  started  striking  daalders  according  to 
the  standard  of  Zeeland.  Several  cities  followed.  These  coins  never 
posed  as  large  a threat  as  the  florins  and  schel lings,  as  their  in- 
trinsic value  was  only  slightly  too  low. 

Meanwhile  the  country  was  flooded  by  schellings  and  florins,  many  of 
which  were  worth  much  less  than  their  face  value.  The  soundness  of 
the  monetary  system  was  being  undermined.  As  a commercial  power 
Holland  was  interested  in  keeping  its  money  in  good  repute,  as  was 
Zeeland.  The  former  was  all  for  forbidding  the  circulation  of  the 
florins  and  schellings  of  the  other  provinces.  A new  crisis  arose 
from  this.  In  the  eighties  and  nineties  the  Netherlands  were  nearly 
continuously  at  war  with  France,  especially  after  Stadhouder  Willem 
III  (head  of  state  of  most  provinces,  including  Holland)  became  King 


Fig.  1 
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in  Great  Britain  (as  William  III).  The  federal  warchest  was  located 
in  Holland.  The  contributions  from  the  eastern  and  northern  provinces 
were  nearly  entirely  in  schellings  and  Holland  had  threatened  to  con- 
fiscate all  these  pieces.  In  addition  the  Dutch  armies  brought  in 
the  field  against  France  in  what  nowadays  is  Belgium,  were  paid  largely 
with  these  coins,  at  the  offical  rate  of  six  stuivers  to  the  schelling. 
So  many  inferior  pieces  were  found  among  them  that  the  government  of 
the  Spanish  Netherlands,  as  well  as  the  Prince-bishop  of  Li&ge,  de- 
valued them  as  compared  to  their  own  coinage.  This  of  course  led  to 
strident  complaints  from  the  victimized  soldiers. 

After  long  and  fruitless  negotiations  between  Holland  and  at  one  time 
or  another  all  other  provinces,  the  former  decided  on  unilateral  action 
to  put  an  end  to  the  situation.  In  September,  1692  the  States  of 
Holland  prohibited  the  import  of  all  schellings.  As  mentioned  above, 
this  endangered  the  payment  of  the  troops.  At  the  same  time  the  value 
of  the  bad  ones  was  reduced  to  5-1/2  stuivers.  Also,  the  sale  of 
silver  to  agents  of  the  mints  in  other  provinces  was  outlawed.  In 
October  the  States  of  Zeeland  followed  suit  in  respect  to  the  measures 
against  the  schellings.  Utrecht  fell  in  line  in  January,  1693.  With 
three  provinces  accepting  the  reduction  in  value  of  the  bad  schellings, 
the  others  ended  their  resistance.  Overyssel  accepted  at  the  end  of 
March  after  some  friction  with  Deventer.  The  magistrate  of  that  city, 
wishing  to  protect  its  citizens  agai nst losses , had  decided  beforehand 
to  reduce  the  bad  schellings  and  stamp  the  good  ones  with  an  eagle. 

That  way  the  citizens  could  pay  outsiders  with  the  bad  money.  Finally, 
on  April  11,  1693  the  States  General  accepted  the  reduction  of  the  bad 
schellings  for  the  entire  Union.  All  ship  schellings  were  good,  as 
were  the  lion  and  older  eagle  schellings.  But  because  among  the  ri  der- 
schellings,  which  made  up  the  large  majority  of  circulating  schellings, 
the  good  and  bad  ones  were  often  only  distinguished  by  their  date, 
great  hardship  was  caused  to  the  general  populace  in  trying  to  keep 
them  apart.  For  the  poorer  people  a half  stuiver  was  a quantity  of 
money  they  could  not  afford  to  lose  by  accident  or  by  cheating.  For 
this  reason  it  was  decided  nearly  a year  later,  on  March  17,  1694,  to 
stamp  all  good  riderschel 1 ings  with  a bundle  of  arrows  (Fig.  2, 
Schelling  of  the  city  of  Zutfen,  1688).  For  nearly  another  century  and 


a half  these  two  types  of  schelling  continued  to  circulate  side  by 
side,  one  for  six  stuivers,  and  the  other  for  5-1/2. 

Meanwhile,  the  problem  of  the  florins  remained.  Nearly  all  were  bad. 
The  good  pieces  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  century  had  long  since 
disappeared.  The  States  of  Holland  tried  to  get  consent  for  a general 
measure  against  their  circulation.  When  that  got  no  results  they 
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again  proceded  on  their  own.  To  prevent  hardship  for  their  own  citi- 
zens they  decided  on  May  20,  1693  to  have  all  florins  circulating 
within  Holland  stamped  before  June  15  with  the  letters  HOL  (Fig.  3, 


Fig.  S 


Overyssel  1685).  Circulation  of  all  unmarked  pieces  would  be  prohibit- 
ed. Nearly  simulataneously  on  May  27  the  States  of  Utrecht  adopted  a 
similar  resolution  for  countermarking  these  coins  with  the  letters  UTR. 
Most  other  provinces  followed:  Friesland  on  June  5,  stamping  with  pro- 

vincial arms,  two  lions  passant  (Fig.  4,  city  of  Groningen,  1692); 


Fig.  4 


Overyssel  on  June  18,  provincial  arms,  standing  lion  with  a wavy  line 
behind  it;  the  province  of  Groningen  en  Ommelanden  (Groningen  and 
surroundings)  on  July  3,  letters  G.O.  (Fig.  5,  province  of  Groningen, 
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1692);  Drente  on  September  8,  letters  DR.  Finally  the  States  General 
adopted  on  November  11  a resolution  to  mark  the  florins  circulating 
in  the  federal  territories  and  the  remaining  provinces  with  a bundle 
of  arrows.  In  addition  some  pieces  carry  a countermarked  L,  possibly 
for  the  county  of  Lingen,  at  the  time  loosely  connected  with  the  Neth- 
erlands and  with  a Dutch  garrison.  To  understand  why  this  counter- 
stamping would  improve  the  situation  it  must  be  realized  that  an 
enormous  amount  of  Dutch  florins  circulated  in  northern  Germany. 

They  could  now  not  return.  In  the  end  a few  decades  later  both  stamped 
and  unstamped  florins  circulated  side  by  side  at  the  rate  of  28 
stuivers.  But  florins  were  never  again  struck  in  the  Dutch  mints  and 
so  did  no  longer  pose  a great  danger  for  a sound  money  system. 

Though  Holland  had  also  threatened  action  against  the  daalders,  those 
pieces  were  so  close  to  the  official  standard  that  they  were  not  viewed 
as  a great  danger.  So  no  measures  were  taken.  Even  so  a few  are 
found  counterstamped  with  a bundle  of  arrows  (Fig.  6,  province  of 
Utrecht,  1685). 


Although  much  of  the  foregoing  information  was  known  for  a long  time, 
it  was  not  until  1949  that  it  was  all  brought  together  by  H.  Enno  van 
Gelder,  later  director  of  the  Royal  Coin  Cabinet  in  The  Hague,  in  a 
study  that  became  a standard.  To  this  book  I owe  most  of  the  details 
of  my  story. 

(The  map  and  all  the  line  drawings  are  property  of  the  author.) 
*********************************************************************** 


THE  WHITE  RUSSIAN  ARMY 


The  Russian  revolution  and  counter-revolution  of  1917-1920  saw  a number 
of  counterfeit  and  spurious  coin  issues.  General  Denikin  and  his 
White  Russian  Armies  struck  some  bronze  1 and  2 Kopeck  trial  pieces  in 
1917  and  1918.  Denikin  had  support  from  Germany  and  the  trial  pieces 
were  struck  at  the  Berlin  Mint.  So  that  he  would  not  be  called  a 
counterfeiter,  Denikin  used  the  German  rather  than  the  Russian  eagle 
and  had  the  legend  in  retrograde.  The  date  used  on  these  coins  is 
1898,  and  there  are  four  or  five  different  pieces  of  this  kind  in 
existence,  and  every  piece  is  unique. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Members  are  'invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  books  listed  in  this  section. ) 

DURST  TO  REPRINT  SUBSTANTIALLY  EXPANDED  SECOND  EDITION  OF  TETRADRACHMS 
OF  ROMAN  EGYPT 


TETRADRACHMS  OF  ROMAN  EGYPT 3 by  James  Curtis,  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  valuable  sources  books  for  numismatists,  classical  historians  an 
scholars.  It  has  been  out  of  print  for  many  years  since  originally 
published  in  the  mid- 1950's.  This  month  it  will  be  reissued  in  a sub- 
stantially expanded  Second  Edition,  by  Sanford  J.  Durst,  New  York  based 
numismatic  book  publisher  and  distributor,  as  his  35th  title  issued 
over  the  past  fifteen  (15)  years  of  interest  to  classical  numismatists. 

Initially  the  book  was  177  pages  and  listed  over  2100  Tetradrachms  of 
Roman  Egypt  by  Roman  ruler  over  a several  hundred  year  time  span.  Ad- 
mittedly by  the  author  in  the  original  introduction  to  the  book,  it 
was  sadly  lacking  in  illustrations.  Now  the  Second  Edition  of  the  book 
is  416  pages.  Publisher  Durst  has  corrected  the  problem  with  the  help 
of  several  important  dealers  who  over  the  past  ten  (10)  years  have 
held  major  fixed  price  and  auction  sales  of  Roman  Egyptian  Coinage,  and 
have  supplied  illustrations  of  over  1000  coins  (over  2000  illustrations). 
Many  of  the  illustrations  are  of  coins  of  the  Curtis  collection  and  new 
varieties  discovered  since  the  book  was  first  published.  Also,  left 
in  the  126  full  page  new  photoplates  are  numerous  Roman  Egyptian  bronzes 
and  lead  coins.  Durst  indicated  it  is  his  belief  that  collectors  of 
that  period  often  do  not  only  collect  the  tetradrachms  but  other  metals 
and  denominations  as  well,  and  so  this  material  will  be  of  value  and 
was  included.  Prices  realized  or  estimates  in  the  sales  the  coins  ap- 
peared in  are  also  in  the  new  edition  as  is  a bibliography  and  suggest- 
ed reading  and  an  index  of  over  106  rulers  and  coin  types  as  they 
appear  throughout  the  book. 

Further,  two  important  "lost"  monographs  by  J.  G.  Milne,  "Fifth  Century 
Roman  Egyptian  Coinage"  and  "Lead  Token  Coinage  of  Roman  Egypt"  are 
printed  as  supplements  as  well.  Milne  wrote  ALEXANDRIAN  COINS 3 another 
classic  which  was  republished  by  Durst  a number  of  years  ago. 

TETRADRACHMS  OF  ROMAN  EGYPT  will  be  available  in  August,  1990  for  dis- 
tribution and  is  priced  at  $45.00.  For  those  ordering  pre-publication, 
the  price  will  be  $38.00  postpaid.  The  ALEXANDRIAN  COINAGE  book  is 
$50.00  retail,  but  if  ordered  with  the  Curtis  book  is  sold  for  $42.00 
postpaid  ($80.00  for  the  pair).  A list  of  110  other  books  on  numis- 
matics published  by  Durst  and  400  other  books  he  distributes  on  Clas- 
sical Numismatics  is  available  for  $1.00.  All  orders  and  inquiries 
should  be  to:  Sanford  J.  Durst,  29-28  41st  Avenue,  Long  Island  City, 

N.Y.  11101. 

***★★★★*★  ★★*★★*★★★***★★★★**★★*★**★****★*★★****★**★+*■*■★**+**+*  ★**★★**★★* 
COIN  THOUGHTS  I - David  B.  Griggs , NI  # 1444 

The  coin  in  your  hand  is  as  mute  as  a lump  of  metal  unless  you  know 
its  story,  understand  its  symbolism,  appreciate  its  esthetics,  and 
learn  the  role  it  played  in  its  time.  Then  it  will  speak,  and  its 
value  will  be  greater  for  you  than  anything  it  purchased  for  any  man. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

LA  MONEDA  PERUANA  EN  EL  SIGLO  XVII:  (Re fie jo  de  una  Crisis),  in 

Cuadernos  de  Historia,  VII,  Universidad  de  Lima,  1988.  134pp,  soft- 

cover.  By  Eduardo  Dargent-Chamot.  Available  from:  Dale  Seppa,  103 

Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792.  $20.00  plus  $2.00  postage 

in  the  U.S. 

In  presenting  the  crisis  in  Peruvian  coinage  which  prevailed  through- 
out the  first  two-thirds  of  the  17th  century,  Dargent-Chamot  begins 
by  exploring  the  relationship  between  the  Peruvian  mints  and  the  Euro- 
pean "Madre  Patria".  Chapter  One:  "The  Monetary  Situation  in  Spain 

during  the  first  half  of  the  17tH  Century",  gives  an  historical  over- 
view of  the  economic  woes  of  the  Habsburg  emperors,  who  struggled  in 
vain  to  integrate  their  European  and  New  World  realms  despite  a rapid- 
ly crumbing  infrastructure  in  the  mother  country. 

Alternating  his  focus  between  the  two  continents  the  author  shows  how 
increasing  corruption  and  debasement  in  the  New  World  were  in  fact  re- 
flections of  misguided  fiscal  and  administrative  policy  emanating  from, 
or  very  close  to,  the  Spanish  throne.  Dargent-Chamot  discusses  at 
length  the  great  debasement  scandal  in  the  Potosi  coinage,  the  full 
extent  of  which  was  not  revealed  until  1648.  Debasement  at  Potosi 
seldom  exceeded  50%,  and  had  been  largely  corrected  by  1660,  first  by 
counterstamping  and  revalidation,  and  finally  through  a general  pro- 
cess of  reminting.  In  Spain  itself,  the  premium  paid  for  Potosi  silver 
over  the  billon  coinage  of  the  peninsula  was  to  reach  275%  by  1680, 
with  the  billon  finally  becoming  completely  discredited.  Reforms  were 
instituted  by  Carlos  II  in  1686,  simultaneously  correcting  the  ratio 
of  gold  to  silver  to  1 = 16.5.  These  measures  seemingly  prevented  the 
outflow  of  New  World  silver  to  the  rest  of  Europe. 

The  book  also  includes  several  chapters  on  the  mints  at  Lima  and  Cuzco, 
entitled  "The  Illegal  Lima  Mint",  "Reopening  of  the  Lima  Mint",  and 
"The  Minting  of  Gold  in  Cuzco",  respectively.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  author  also  contributed  an  excellent  paper  on  "The  Early  Lima  Mint 
(1568-1572)"  to  the  recently  published  THE  COINAGE  OF  EL  PERU , the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  A.N.S.  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference.  For  a more 
complete  understanding  of  the  repeated  attempts  to  establish  coinage 
in  Lima,  both  of  these  landmark  works  should  be  used. 

Dargent-Chamot  has  carefully  documented  his  sources  in  chapter  notes 
and  includes  5 lengthy  "annexes"  of  imperial  edicts  and  an  exhaustive 
bibliography  of  over  3 pages.  Admittedly,  the  fully  documented  for- 
mat, while  remaining  highly  readable,  resembles  a doctoral  thesis  in 
scope  and  detail.  Still  these  very  features  lend  scholarly  credence 
to  the  work,  while  encouraging  further  investigation.  The  book  is  in 
the  original  Spanish,  but  the  continous  footnoting  and  bibliographic 
references,  many  of  which  are  in  English,  render  linguistic  problems 
quite  resolvable.  A definitive  source  work  for  serious  scholars 
of  the  vast,  complex  period  of  Spanish  Colonial  Coinage. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero 
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PRICE  LIST  OF  SINKIANG  CASH  COINS3  by  Dr.  Hong  Sie  Chon.  2nd  Edition, 
104pp,  ill  us.  10-3/8"  x 7-3/8",  card  cover.  Available  from  the 
author:  Dr.  H.  S.  Chen,  212  Liteh  Street,  Taichung,  Taiwan,  R.O.C. 

U.S.  $8.50  postpaid  surface  mail,  or  U.S.  $11.00  postpaid  airmail. 
International  Money  Orders  are  acceptable  in  New  Taiwan  Dollars  $230 
suface  mail  or  $300  airmail.  Publikshed  September,  1987. 

This  is  a very  comprehensive  book  dealing  with  the  cast  coins  of  Sin- 
kiang.  It  covers  the  peri od  from  Chien  Lung  (1736-95)  to  and  including 
those  of  Kuang  H (1875-1908).  A total  of  326  different  coins  are 
illustrated  by  clear  rubbings,  and  a few  of  them  by  photographs.  They 
are  grouped  together  in  sections,  according  to  the  mint  to  which  they 
are  attributed.  Each  coin  is  assigned  an  identification  number  for 
reference  purposes.  Brief  remarks  about  each  piece  appear  in  Mandarin 
Chinese,  although  Western  readers  would  find  the  illustrations  them- 
selves to  be  of  prime  interest. 

Pieces  ranging  in  size  from  the  one-cash  coins  to  the  large,  multiple 
cash  pieces  appear  throughout  the  book.  Rubbings  of  the  seldom- 
encountered  500  and  1,000  cash  pieces  of  the  Kashgar  mint  are  included. 
The  Rebel  coins  with  Turki  legends  are  also  illustrated,  with  one  rub- 
bing of  the  Kashgar  mint  and  four  different  specimens  of  the  K'uche 
mi  nt. 

Coin  valuations  are  presented  for  most  specimens  in  four  grades,  ex- 
pressed in  New  Taiwan  Dollars,  which  are  relatively  stable  figures 
easily  converted  to  other  currency  values. 

This  is  a remarkable  work  because  it  presents  such  a vast,  and  pos- 
sibly complete,  assemblage  of  all  of  the  cast  coins  of  Sinkiang  under 
one  cover.  Readers  also  will  appreciate  the  author's  perception  in 
pointing  out  minor  variants  of  a similar  type  piece,  both  in  the 
obverse  Chinese  calligraphy  and  the  reverse  Turki  mint  marks.  This 
book  should  be  a "must"  for  all  serious  collectors  of  the  series. 

Reviewed  by  Lester  D.  Snell 


DAS  DEUTSCHE  NOT GELD:  KATALOG  DER  SERIENSCHEINE 3 SPENDUNG- 
QUITTUNGEN  UND  BAUSTEINE 3 1918-1922 3 by  Kai  Lindman,  KKK-Verlag, 

3177  Sassenburg,  Germany,  1989,  ISBN  3-927828-00-9,  328pp. 

Paper-money  collectors  who  specialize  in  the  attractive  German  not- 
geld  issued  for  collectors  just  after  World  War  I will  welcome  this 
second  edition  of  Mr.  Lindman's  catalog.  In  addition  to  giving  much 
more  deatil  that  the  earlier  Pick-Siemsen  catalog,  Lindman  lists  all 
notese  in  a single  alphabet,  making  it  easier  to  find  entries  in  the 
catalog.  In  addtion,  notes  listed  are  assigned  current  prices,  some 
of  which  will  be  a shock  to  collectors.  The  lowest  valuation  given 
is  one  mark,  while  the  most  expensive  notes  are  valued  at  300  DM! 

The  catalog  contains  illustrations  of  many  of  the  scarcer  notes  to 
whet  the  appetite  of  the  collector.  Notgeld  dealers  in  this  country 
are  currently  charging  about  $40  for  the  card-covered  8-1/4"  x 
11-5/8"  volume. 


Reviewed  by  David  Block 
194 


THE  ARTS  OF  INDIA:  A REVIEW  ARTICLE  (Continued) 

by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 

(Listing  continued  from  the  June,  1990  NI  BULLETIN,  pp. 142-143.  See 
that  issue  for  ordering  instructions.) 

10.  HISTORY  AND  ART:  ESSAYS  ON  HISTORY , ART , CULTURE  AND  ARCHAE- 

OLOGY presented  to  Prof.  K.  D.  Bajpai  in  houour  of  his  fifty  years  of 
Indological  studies.  Edited  by  Krishna  Deva,  Lallanj  Gopal  and  Shri 
Bhagwan  Singh.  New  Delhi:  Ramanand  1989,  272pp,  plates,  figs., 

$55.00.  See  17.  A rare  silver  coin  of  Tripura  by  S.  K.  Bose  and  18. 

A silver  medal  by  Vasant  Chaudhary  and  Parimal  Roy. 

11.  INDOLOGICAL  STUDIES— ESSAYS  IN  MEMORY  OF  SHRI  S.  P.  SINGHAL. 

Edited  by  Devendra  Handa.  Dehli:  Caxton  1987,  xxxvii,  432pp.,  figs., 

plates,  $70.00.  Includes  19.  Die-studies:  some  observations  by  Ajay 

Mitra  Shastri ; 20.  Some  observations  on  uninscribed  coins  of  Andhra  by 
D.  Raja  Reddy  and  P.  Suryanarayana  Reddy;  21.  Religion  and  society  as 
revealed  by  Gupta  coins  by  Arundhati  Banerji;  22.  The  coinage  of  the 
Maharavala  Lakhshmanasi ngh  of  Banswara  by  Chandrashekhar  Gupta;  23. 

A rare  south  Indian  coin  from  Madura  by  S.  J.  Mangalam;  and  24. 
Ahichchatra  sealing  of  the  Kumbhakara  guild  by  S.  P.  Shukla. 

12.  KOSALA-KAUMUDI : STUDIES  IN  INDOLOGY:  PT.  LOCHAN  PRASAD  PANDEY 

SARMA  birth  centenary  volume.  Sponsored  by  Ravi shankar  University, 
Raipur.  Allahahad:  Shariti  Prakashan,  1988,  xi , 362pp,  ill.,  $30.00. 

Includes  studies  in  the  numismatics  of  Mahakosala,  the  ancient  king- 
dom covering  parts  of  Madhya  Pradesh  and  Orissa. 

13.  KUSUMANJALI  NEW  INTERPRETATION  OF  INDIAN  ART  & CULTURE  — C. 
SIVARAMAMURTHI  COMMEMORATION  VOLUME.  Edited  by  M.S.  Nagaraja  Rao. 

Delhi:  Agam  1987,  2 vols.  xvi , 472pp,  plates,  maps,  figs.  $180.00 

set.  Includes  Volume  1.  14.  History  of  the  Mitra  Kings  from  numis- 

matic and  epi graphic  evidence  by  R.  Vanaja;  72.  Numismatics  as  a source 
of  Indian  art  history  by  K.  D.  Bajpai;  73.  Early  Byzantine  solidi  from 
Karnataka  by  M.  S.  Nagaraja  Rao;  and  74.  Satavahana  prince  Saktikumara: 
Numismatic  evidence  by  Ajav  Mitra  Shastri. 

14.  MASTERPIECES  FROM  THE  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  COLLECTION.  Edited  by  S. 

P.  Gupta.  New  Delhi:  National  Museum  1985,  x,  232pp.,  358  plates  (some 

colored),  $35.00. 

15.  MATHURA:  THE  CULTURAL  HERITAGE.  Papers  presented  at  a Seminar 

on  The  Cultural  History  of  Ancient  Mathura, sponsored  by  the  American 
Institute  of  Indian  Studies,  held  in  Delhi,  January  7-15,  1980.  Edit- 
ed by  Doris  Meth  Srinivasan.  Dehli:  Manohar  for  the  American  Instit- 

ute of  Indian  Studies,  1989,  xv,  405pp.,  plates,  figs.,  $50.00. 

Includes  12.  Ancient  Mathura  and  its  numismatic  material  by  A.  K. 

Narain;  13.  Treasure  trove  finds  from  Mathura  by  A.  K.  Srivastava; 

14.  Early  coins  of  Mathura  region  by  Parmeshwari  Lai  Gupta;  15. 
Stratigraphic  evidence  of  coins  from  excavations  at  Mathura/Suni  by 
C.  Ray;  16.  Study  of  local  coin  types  of  Mathura  with  particular  ref- 
erence to  religious  motifs  by  Jai  Prakash  Singh;  17.  The  pattern  of 
the  Kushana  copper  coinage  and  the  role  of  Mathura  by  D.  W.  MacDowall ; 
and  29.  Process  of  modification  of  the  alphabet  as  revealed  by  coins, 
seals  and  inscriptions  from  Mathura  by  T.  P.  Verma. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Edward  J.  Moschetti , P.  0.  Box  4094,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15201:  Would 

like  to  exchange  the  following  coins  with  other  members  for  world 
proof  or  what  have  your  with  equal  catalog  value.  Western  Samoa  1976 
Bicentennial  BU  Crown  in  holder  of  issue,  1975  Cyprus  BU  Crown  in 
holder  of  issue,  1964  Zambia  three  coin  proof  set  encased.  Write 
with  your  offers. 

Rich  Hartzog,  P.  0.  Box  4143  BEC,  Rockford,  IL  61110-0643:  WORLD 

COUNTERMARKS  wanted  for  photography  ONLY.  We  are  seeking  pieces  un- 
listed or  unpictured  in  Brunk,  Merchant  Countermarks  on  World  Coins . 
Please  WRITE  FIRST  with  description,  I will  pay  postage  both  ways 
for  the  opportunity  to  photograph  your  pieces.  We  are  currently 
seeking  MERCHANT  countermarks  for  the  SUPPLEMENT.  Brunk  and  other 
exonumia  books  available:  please  write. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  Attribution  Service  is  temporarily  suspended 

until  September,  1990,  due  to  an  unprecedented  backlog.  At  that  time 
new  rules  will  be  announced.  All  coins  that  have  been  received  up  to 
May  1,  1990  will  be  processed  as  soon  as  possible. 

NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION:  We  have  discontinued  printing  the  inventory 

of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  If  anyone  needs  an  inventory  of  any 
specific  country,  or  countries,  just  write  the  Curator  at  the  regular 
Dallas  address.  Members  outside  the  USA  are  uged  to  help  us  keep  the 
collection  updated  by  sending  us  new  dates  when  they  are  issued. 

********************************************************************** 

PETER  THE  GREAT  14  DUCAT  COIN 


Peter  the  Great's  bust  by  Timofei  Ivanov  is  the  obverse  of  a Russian 
14  Ducat  coin.  The  laureate  and  armored  bust  of  the  Czar  is  to  the 
right,  while  the  reverse  shows  Peter  on  horseback  galloping  over  fallen 
trophies.  The  coin  is  47mm  in  diameter  and  weighs  15.15  grams. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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